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Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

 This Palm Sunday is different than any other Palm Sunday we 

have experienced over the years. If you noticed, there was no 

proclamation of the Gospel where we hear the story of the triumphant 

entry of Jesus in Jerusalem. There was neither the blessing of palms nor 

a long procession; only a simple entrance. The priest gathers in the 

Church with a very small group of people, nine other people to be exact. 

And St. John’s Church building, which can hold up to 500 people in the 

pews, is vastly empty because 490 people are missing inside this church 

building. What is God saying behind all this? Because I firmly believe 

God is present in everything that happens to us. 

Those of you who could not come to join us today are supposed to 

celebrate Palm Sunday at home, watching us celebrate this Mass on TV 

by yourself or with your family as the Domestic Church. And at home, 

the heads of the family are to have their own palms or branches available 

from their own front or back yards. Display them on the front door of 

your home to let the world know that you are disciples of Jesus Christ, 
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and to teach your children. After all, for your children, you are the 

primary and most essential teachers of the faith. 

This year, during Holy Week, only a small group of nine people 

will continue to gather with the priest in the church building for Holy 

Thursday to celebrate the Mass of the Lord’s Supper, on Good Friday to 

recall the Passion, Crucifixion and Death of Christ, on Saturday night for 

the Celebration of the Easter Vigil, and on Easter Sunday for the 

Resurrection of Christ. The great majority of the people who makes up 

the Church here at St. John in Marble Falls will not be here --- during 

those great days that are at the center of our Christian Faith, it will only 

be a very small group of us around this altar. The great majority will be 

out there, in their homes as the Domestic Church. 

This year, individuals and families who are staying at home for 

reasons out of their control are forced to celebrate the center of our 

Christian Faith: Holy Thursday, Good Friday, the Easter Vigil, and 

Easter Sunday at home as the Domestic Church. 

As I was reflecting on the facts of our present situation, four things 

occurred to me: 
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First, on Holy Thursday we will not be doing the washing of the 

feet here at the church building, but I can’t think of a better opportunity 

to wash each other’s feet at home, parents washing the feet to their 

children and children to their parents, siblings to siblings, husbands to 

wives and wives to husbands. I believe that can be a wonderful way to 

show that you are true disciples of Christ who came not to be served but 

to serve. On Holy Thursday, families can make the washing of the feet a 

part of their dinner meal. Have some warm water in a bowl, and some 

towels ready, and do it. Then together, as family, as the Domestic 

Church that you are, watch the celebration of the Mass of the Lord’s 

Supper here at the Church building. At the end of Mass, we will go to 

the Altar of Repose in the parish hall to spend a few hours in Adoration 

of the Blessed Sacrament until midnight. 

Second, on Good Friday, a day of fasting and abstinence, as we 

recall the Passion, Crucifixion and Death of Jesus, all individuals and 

families will have an opportunity to use a Crucifix to venerate at home 

and give thanks to God for the great gift of our Savior who gave his life 

for our salvation. On that same night, individuals and families should 
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plan to spend time in prayer as they keep our Blessed Mother’s company 

while she mourns the death of her only Son and waits for his 

Resurrection. Since it will be a time for mourning the death of Jesus, 

individuals and families may want to plan a moment to reconcile with 

one another and seek to be at and live in peace. Let all that is not of God 

die and give way to a new beginning. We know that with God’s grace 

everything is possible! 

Third, on Saturday, all of you at home, be ready to celebrate as one 

the Easter Vigil, the Mother of all Vigils. On that night, as we all wait 

for the Resurrection of Christ, all individuals and families who are 

staying at home will have the opportunity to light ONE candle and 

reflect on the light of faith that Jesus has brought to us. That is the light 

of faith that gives us the assurance of a promise of New Life, a life that 

is eternal. During the celebration of the Easter Vigil here in the church 

building, and all of you at home, will renew the promises of our baptism 

by the renunciation of sin and the profession of faith in God and in Jesus 

Christ. Together, we will renew our commitment, with the help of the 

Holy Spirit, as disciples of Jesus Christ. 
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And Fourth, on Easter Sunday, the day of the Resurrection of Jesus 

Christ we are to celebrate the fulfillment of the promise of New Life --- 

the fact that death did not have, and will never ever have, the last word. 

Jesus conquered death and came out of the tomb with New Life. New 

Life which is offered and freely given to each of us and to the whole 

world! 

Now, this year, during this Lenten Season, the whole world is 

suffering the threat of an unknown disease: COVID-19. This Lenten 

Season is different than any other year in our whole lives. This Lenten 

Season more than any other in our whole lives we must be united in 

prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Objectively, these could be the sacrifices 

we offer for healing and deliverance for the whole world, for our loved 

ones, and for ourselves. 

You and I must remember those in our midst who are most 

vulnerable and at a higher risk: our elderly and our children. We must 

not forget those who are terrified and frightened because of the 

uncertainty of the clear and present threat. We must pray and fast for 

those in the front lines: doctors, nurses, caregivers, first responders, law 
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enforcement, our government leaders at all levels of city, county, state 

and nation, and for our spiritual shepherds in each diocese and nation. 

We must include in our prayers and offer our fasting for those who are 

losing their jobs while desperately trying to provide for their families. 

We must pray and fast for those who are dying of the disease and those 

who already died of it. Pray and fast for their families and friends who 

didn’t even have an opportunity to say their good-byes. Pray and fast for 

healing and deliverance for the whole world, for our loved ones, and for 

ourselves. 

This Lenten Season, which is now moving into its last week, 

should be for all the world, for our loved ones, and for ourselves an 

experience of the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. It 

should be an experience that speaks of the fact that death does not have, 

and will never ever have, the last word. 

Remember that Jesus Christ conquered death and, in His name, we 

will conquer it too! Let us remain calm and hopeful for our God is a God 

who fulfills his promises. All we have to do is focus our faith and our 

hope in Jesus Christ, Lord and Savior of all, amen! 


